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FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
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Iota Sweethearts, Inc. 

Origins 
  
Iota Sweethearts began as a recognized, respected, and honored tradition of Iota Phi Theta 
Fraternity, Inc. In the early 1960s  at Morgan State University (then Morgan State College), Iota 
Phi Theta was blessed to have an invaluable ally in the person of Ms. Audrey S. Brooks. Ms. 
Brooks was a member of the Morgan State staff, working for the registrar’s office, and in this 
capacity, she played a crucial “behind the scenes” role for the fraternity. She was a vital resource 
in assisting the Brothers through a time of adversity in their early growth and development. In 
recognition of her efforts, Ms. Brooks was granted the title of "Eternal Sweetheart" shortly after 
the fraternity's official founding on September 19, 1963. 
  
The spirit and dedication of Ms. Brooks continued for many years through the Iota Sweethearts. 
As the fraternity navigated the rocky waters of the early years, the brotherhood could always 
count on the support of the sweethearts. Be it serving as hostesses for regional meetings and 
national conferences or as a support team at a step show, Iota Sweethearts have always been 
there on the front lines providing vocal and moral support for the brothers of Iota. 
  
Iota Phi Theta and Iota Sweethearts have enjoyed a special relationship unlike any other in the 
fraternal world. The relationship, based on mutual respect, honor, commitment, and dedication 
between Brothers and Sweethearts, individually as well as to the fraternity in general, has 
resulted in the positive growth and development of members and the organization over the years. 
  
As Iota Phi Theta continued to grow, so did Iota Sweethearts. More than just a support system 
for the fraternity, Iota Sweethearts evolved into a sisterhood that provides an atmosphere for 
hundreds of women to develop on a collegiate and professional level. On September 26, 2014, 
Iota Sweethearts became an incorporated organization. With the creation of the Iota Sweethearts, 
Inc. in 2014 and the disbanding of the Iota Sweethearts Auxiliary in 2015, the leadership of both 
Iota Phi Theta and Iota Sweethearts, Inc. agreed that the historical relationship formed between 
the Brothers and the Sweethearts must continue through the organizational ‘binding’ of both Iota 
Phi Theta Fraternity, Inc. and Iota Sweethearts, Inc. 
  
Iota Sweethearts, Inc. continues to foster the intellectual, spiritual, social and professional 
development of its members, contributes to advancement of our communities locally and 



 
 

nationally, and will never forget the purpose set forth by our Eternal Sweetheart, the late Ms. 
Audrey S. Brooks. 
 

Mission 
 
Incorporated on September 26, 2014, Iota Sweethearts, Inc. (ISI) aims to provide educational, 
career, and personal development opportunities to its members while also improving the social, 
academic, and economic standings of the individuals in its surrounding communities. ISI also 
serves to promote scholarship and health and social awareness, as well as build partnerships for 
collaborative efforts with other national and international organizations.  
 

Growing Tradition 
 

Iota Sweethearts, Inc. has assisted many students in their educational endeavors through our 
scholarship program. As Iota Sweethearts, Inc., we continue to honor our "Eternal Sweetheart", 
the late Ms. Audrey S. Brooks, an advocate for education, at Morgan State College (University) 
in Baltimore, MD. Our scholarship is awarded to high school students who have excelled in 
academics, community service, and extracurricular achievement. The scholarship is issued 
annually, at regional meetings, and application submissions are only accepted during the 
selection period publicized by the organization.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Iota Sweethearts, Inc. – Southern Region 
Scholarship Application 

 
SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS:​
All scholarship materials must be submitted electronically via email to 
isi.southernscholarship@gmail.com. Mail-in accommodations are available by request only and must be 
arranged in advance with the Scholarship Chair. 

All questions and inquiries should be directed to: ISI Southern Regional Scholarship Committee at 
isi.southernscholarship@gmail.com 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 
Applications for the scholarship are evaluated and reviewed according to the following criteria: 

●​ Must reside in the Southern Region (Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas). 
●​ Must be a current high school senior graduating in the 2025–2026 academic year. 
●​ Must submit a typed personal essay (400–600 words) reflecting on service, leadership, 

challenges overcome, and how the scholarship will support future goals. 
●​ Must provide a complete, well-organized application with all required documents. 
●​ Must include an official high school transcript*. 
●​ Must have a 3.0 (B) or greater grade point average  
●​ Must have completed a minimum of 15 verified community service hours within the past 12 

months. Hours may be from one or more organizations. Documentation must be provided (e.g., 
signed letter(s) on official organizational letterhead, volunteer log, or service certificate). 

●​ Must submit three (3) letters of recommendation: 
○​ These letters may come from a supervisor, religious leader, teacher, or counselor 

discussing the student’s personal characteristics, integrity, leadership, and service. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
●​ The scholarship will be awarded based on the evaluation criteria, and a comprehensive and 

quality application with supporting documents.  High school grades will be considered, but are 
not the only basis for selection. 

●​ Once submitted, all materials will become the property of Iota Sweethearts, Inc.-Southern 
Region, and will not be returned.  Please retain a copy of all application materials for your 
records. 

●​ Two (2) scholarships will be awarded this year in the amount of $500 each. Scholarship 
recipients will be notified by e-mail and telephone. 

●​ Scholarship recipients will receive their award directly at the Annual Southern Regional 
Conference Gala in April 2026. Funds are awarded as a money order and may be used to support 
the recipient’s educational needs, including tuition, books, technology, or other school-related 
expenses. 

 
*High school transcripts must be official and sent directly from the school to the ISI Southern Regional Scholarship 
Committee. They should be submitted electronically by a school counselor, registrar, or the school’s official 
transcript system (not by the applicant) to: isi.southernscholarship@gmail.com. 
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Iota Sweethearts, Inc. – Southern Region 
Scholarship Application 

 
 
PART I: PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
Are you a U.S. Citizen?     ____   Yes   ____ No  
 
If non-U.S. Citizen, please provide your U.S. Permanent Resident Card Number ___________________ 
 
 
Last Name​ ​ ​ ​ ​ First Name​ ​ ​ ​ ​ M.I. 
 
 
Address​ ​ ​ ​ City​ ​ ​ ​ State​ ​ Postal Zip Code 
 
 
Daytime Telephone Number (xxx)xxx-xxxx​ ​ ​ ​ Email Address 
 
 
Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY) 
​ ​  
 
Father’s/Guardian’s Name​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Mother’s/Guardian’s Name 
 
 
 
 
PART II: EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION 
 
 
Name of High School​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ City and State 
 
 
Name of High School Counselor ​ ​ ​ ​ Telephone Number (xxx)xxx-xxxx 
 
_______________/4.0​ ​       ​ ​ ​              Class Size _____________ 
Cumulative Grade Point Average 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

EDUCATIONAL PLAN 
 
 
 
Anticipated College Major​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Career Goal 
 
 
 
Identify each of the colleges/universities to which you have applied. Please add a separate sheet of paper, 
if necessary. 
 
 
Name & Location of School 
 
 
Name & Location of School 

 
 
Name & Location of School 
 
PART III: HONORS & AWARDS (A separate sheet may be included.) 
 

●​ List any academic awards and honors that you have received, beginning with Grade 9. 
●​ For each award or honor, indicate the grade level. 

 
                                             AWARD/HONOR                                             GRADE LEVEL/YEAR 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
PART IV: EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (A separate sheet may be included.) 
 

●​ List all school-related activities that you have participated in, beginning with Grade 9. 
●​ Please be sure to include any leadership roles. 

 
            
 HIGH SCHOOL CLUBS/ATHLETICS/COMMITTEES                 GRADE LEVEL/YEAR 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 
●​ List all non-school sponsored activities that you have participated in, beginning with Grade 9. 
●​ Please be sure to include any leadership roles. 
●​ Examples of community service activities are volunteer work, youth group activities, church 

activities, boy/girl scouting, city or county sports activities. 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES/VOLUNTEER SERVICE             GRADE LEVEL/YEAR 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

●​ List any summer enrichment programs, travel experiences, outside interests and/or hobbies that 
have expanded your educational experience. 

 
ENRICHMENT ACTIVITIES                                                                            GRADE LEVEL/YEAR 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
PART V: EMPLOYMENT (A separate sheet may be included.) 
 

●​ Beginning with your current or most recent job, list your work experience including type of 
position.   



 
 

If you were not employed at any time during your high school years, please leave this section 
blank. 
 

       PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT                DATES WORKED                    POSITION HELD         
 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 
PART VI: WRITTEN ESSAY (400-word minimum/600-word maximum) 
Please submit a typed personal essay addressing the following: 

1.​ Service & Leadership: Describe what service and leadership mean to you and provide examples 
of how you have demonstrated these qualities in school or your community. 

2.​ Challenges & Growth: Share any significant challenges or obstacles you have faced and explain 
how you overcame them. 

3.​ Future Goals & Impact of Scholarship: Explain how this scholarship will help you achieve 
your academic, personal, and leadership goals in college and beyond. 

Your essay should be clear, well-organized, and reflective, helping the committee understand your 
alignment with ISI values, your commitment to service and leadership, and your potential for future 
impact. 

PART VII: LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Three (3) letters of recommendation are required. Letters may come from a teacher, counselor, school 
administrator, community service supervisor, or religious leader who can speak to the student’s character, 
leadership, service, and potential for future success. 
 
Each letter should: 
 

●​ Clearly identify the student’s name and high school 
●​ Describe the student’s integrity, leadership, service, and academic or personal strengths 
●​ Explain why the applicant deserves consideration for this scholarship 

 
Letterhead Encouraged: 
Letters should appear on professional or organizational letterhead whenever possible. If letterhead is not 
available, the recommender must include a full signature block containing: 
 

●​ Full name 
●​ Official title/role 
●​ Organization/affiliation 
●​ Email address 
●​ Phone number 

 
This information supports verification and ensures the integrity of the scholarship review process. 
 
Submission Requirement: 



 
 

All recommendation letters must be emailed directly by the recommender in PDF format to: 
isi.southernscholarship@gmail.com 
 
Subject line format: Recommendation – [Student Last Name, First Name] 
 
Applications missing any of the three required letters will be considered incomplete and will not move 
forward in the selection process. 
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PART VIII:  CERTIFICATION, AGREEMENT AND RELEASE 

I hereby certify that I am a graduating senior and that I meet all established eligibility criteria for this 
scholarship. I further certify that all information and statements provided in this application are true, 
complete, and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 

I have submitted the required high school transcript and all supporting documentation. I grant permission 
for representatives of the Scholarship Committee of Iota Sweethearts, Inc. – Southern Region to verify 
information contained in this application, including contacting my guidance counselor or other school 
officials if necessary. I understand that I may be required to provide additional information in support of 
this application. 

I understand that any false, misleading, or incomplete information may result in disqualification from 
consideration or forfeiture of the scholarship if awarded. 

I agree to abide by all rules, policies, and decisions of the Scholarship Committee of Iota Sweethearts, 
Inc. – Southern Region. I acknowledge that all scholarship decisions are final. 

I understand that, if selected as a scholarship recipient, the scholarship award will not be issued to my 
high school or postsecondary institution. If I am under the age of eighteen (18) at the time of award, the 
scholarship funds will be issued to my parent or legal guardian, or jointly to me and my parent/legal 
guardian, on my behalf. If I am eighteen (18) years of age or older at the time of award, the scholarship 
may be issued directly to me. I further understand that the scholarship funds are intended to support 
educational expenses and that the appropriate use of awarded funds is my and my parent’s/legal 
guardian’s responsibility. 

I grant permission to Iota Sweethearts, Inc. – Southern Region to use my name, photograph, likeness, 
and/or submitted materials for scholarship-related publicity, promotional materials, and media purposes, 
including print and digital platforms, without compensation. 

I acknowledge that all application materials submitted become the property of Iota Sweethearts, Inc. – 
Southern Region and will not be returned. 

I understand that incomplete applications or applications that do not meet eligibility requirements will not 
be reviewed or considered. 

By submitting this application, I acknowledge that I have read, understand, and agree to all terms and 
conditions stated above. 

 
 
 
Applicant’s Signature​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Date 
 
 
 
Parent/Guardian’s Signature​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Date 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Both applicant and parent/guardian signatures are required. 



 
 

2026 ISI Southern Region Scholarship – Submission Checklist 
The checklist below is provided as a helpful tool to support applicants in organizing a complete 

scholarship submission. It is not required and does not need to be submitted with your application. 

 

Requirement ✓ 

Completed application form (all sections) ☐ 

Typed personal essay (400–600 words, PDF) ☐ 

Official transcript sent directly from school ☐ 

Minimum 3.0 GPA  ☐ 

15+ hours verified community service documentation ☐ 

Letter of Recommendation #1  ☐ 

Letter of Recommendation #2  ☐ 

Letter of Recommendation #3  ☐ 

Applicant signature (Part VIII) ☐ 

Parent/guardian signature (Part VIII) ☐ 
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